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Mr. President, I request unanimous consent that my remarks be included in
the record.

I support H.R. 1249, the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act, because this
long-overdue patent reform will spur innovation, create jobs and strengthen
our economy.

In particular, I am proud that this legislation contains a provision I worked to
include in the Senate companion, S.23, that would establish the US Patent
and Trademark Office Ombudsman Program to assist small businesses with
their patent filing issues. This Ombudsman Program will help small firms
navigate the bureaucracy of the patent system. Small businesses are the
economic engine of our economy. According to the Small Business
Administration, these companies employ just over half of all private sector
employees and create over fifty percent of our nonfarm GDP. Illinois alone
is home to over 258,000 small employers and more than 885,000 self-
employers. Small businesses are also helping to lead the way on American
innovation. These firms produce thirteen times more patents per employee
than large patenting firms, and their patents are twice as likely to be the most
cited among all patents. Small business breakthroughs led to the
development of airplanes, FM radio and the personal computer. It is vital
that these innovators spend their time developing new products and
processes that will build our future, not wading through government red
tape.

Our Founding Fathers recognized the importance of a strong patent system
that protects and incentivizes our innovators. H.R. 1249 continues this
tradition by providing strong intellectual property rights to further our
technological advancement.
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