Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
January 26, 2015

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We remain hopeful that diplomacy will succeed in reversing Iran’s ability to develop a nuclear
weapon capability, in accordance with the timeline that the P5+1 and Iran negotiating teams have
set for themselves: March 24, 2015 for a political framework agreement and June 30, 2015 to
conclude negotiations on the technical annexes of the comprehensive deal.

Congress has always been a partner in the shared goal of preventing Iran from developing a
nuclear weapon capability. We remain appreciative of your leadership in seeking to protect the
United States, and our allies and partners, from the threat of a nuclear Iran. For more than two
decades, the executive and legislative branches of the U.S. Government have worked together in
a bipartisan way to implement sanctions legislation that successfully ratcheted up pressure on
Iran’s nuclear program. This pressure proved to be decisive in compelling Iranian leadership to
enter the latest round of nuclear negotiations in September 2013.

We remain deeply skeptical that Iran is committed to making the concessions required to
demonstrate to the world that its nuclear program is exclusively peaceful by March 24 — the
deadline agreed upon for a political framework agreement. Considering Iran’s history in nuclear
negotiations and after two extensions of the Joint Plan of Action, we are concerned that Iran is
intentionally extending the negotiations to improve its leverage at the negotiating table.

We are Democratic supporters of the Iran Nuclear Weapon Free Act of 2015 — a bill that would
impose sanctions on Iran only if Iran fails to reach a comprehensive agreement by the June 30
deadline. This bill also includes monthly waivers after June 30 to provide additional negotiating
flexibility. We believe that this bill, as introduced, is reasonable and pragmatic, respects the
nuclear negotiating timeline, and sends a strong signal to Iran and to the international community
that endless negotiations under the interim agreement are dangerous, unacceptable, and could
leave Iran with a threshold nuclear weapon capability.

In acknowledgement of your concern regarding congressional action on legislation at this
moment, we will not vote for this legislation on the Senate floor before March 24. After March
24, we will only vote for this legislation on the Senate floor if Iran fails to reach agreement on a
political framework that addresses all parameters of a comprehensive agreement. This deadline
is the critical test of Iranian intentions. We expect that your Administration will consult closely
with Members of Congress in the coming months, and look forward to working with you to
achieve our shared goal of reversing Iran’s ability to develop a nuclear weapon capability.

Sincerely,






