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**MEDIA ADVISORY**
 
May 3, 2011 

FOR PLANNING PURPOSES
 
Contact:  Kirk Press Office        
               202-228-3853  
                       
U.S. Senators, Congressmen to Unveil Bipartisan Legislation Promoting Human Rights and Democracy in Iran
 
(Live Stream Available)

 WHO:             U.S. Senator Mark Kirk (R-Ill.)
                        U.S. Rep. Robert Dold (R-Ill.)
                        U.S. Rep. Ted Deutch (D-Fla.)
 
WHEN:           Wednesday, May 4th 
                        11:30 AM Eastern
 
WHERE:         Senate Radio/TV Gallery
                        S-325
                       (Internet Live Stream Available Here)
 
WHAT:    Senator Kirk, Congressman Dold and Congressman Deutch will hold a press conference Wednesday to unveil bipartisan legislation promoting human rights and democracy in Iran (Kirk-Gillibrand in the Senate; Dold-Deutch in the House).
 
A family member of an imprisoned Baha’i religious leader in Iran will be available for interviews in Senator Kirk’s office (SH-524) after the press conference.  A leading Iran sanctions expert will be available for comment as well.
 
The Iran Human Rights and Democracy Promotion Act of 2011, which will be introduced in the House and Senate on Wednesday, would make it the policy of the United States to deny the Iranian regime the ability to oppress the people of Iran, to fully support democratic activists inside Iran, and to help the Iranian people freely and safely access and share information.
 
The bill would establish a “Special Representative on Human Rights and Democracy in Iran” and impose sanctions on companies that sell or service products that enable the Iranian regime to oppress its people.
 
Last month, the State Department released its 2010 report on human rights in Iran, concluding that “security forces under the government's control committed acts of politically motivated violence and repression, including torture, beatings, and rape.”  According to the report, “security forces arbitrarily arrested and detained individuals, often holding them incommunicado.  Authorities held political prisoners and continued to crack down on women's rights activists, ethnic minority rights activists, student activists, and religious minorities.”
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